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SUBJECT: PRES KEKKONEN URGES FORMATION OF MAJORITY GOVT BUT 
PROGRESS TOWARD THAT END REMAINS SLOW 

REF: HELSINKI 0866 

1 . PRES KEKKONEN SEPARATELY MET LEADERS OF 6 POLITICAL PARTIES - 

1. E. 3 GOVT PARTIES, CONSERVS, SOCIAL DEMOCRATS (SDP), 

COMMUNISTS - MAY 2 TO URGE THEM TO 

REACH AGREEMENT ON LAND PACKAGE ISSUE. HE ALSO REPORTEDLY 
URGED CENTRIST PARTIES AND SDP TO MOVE FORWARD WITH TALKS 
TO FORM MAJORITY GOVT. 

2. ON FOLLOWING DAY GENERAL AGREEMENT REACHED IN PARLIAMENT 
BETWEEN CENTRIST GROUPS AND SDP ON LAND PACKAGE ISSUE. 

HOWEVER, SEVERAL DETAILS AND QUESTIONS CONCERNING COMPROMISE 
AGREEMENT REMAIN TO BE WORKED OUT IN PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 
BEFORE BILL RETURNS TO PLENARY FOR RENEWED CONSIDERATION, 
PROBABLY NEXT WEEK. 
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3. APPARENT AGREEMENT ON LAND PACKAGE QUESTION SEEMED 
TO CLEAR WAY FOR PROMPT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN CENTER 
GROUPS AND SDP RE FORMATION OF MAJORITY GOVT. ALSO, 

PRES KEKKONEN HAD INDICATED PRIVATELY THAT HE WOUR 
LIKE TO HAVE A MAJORITY GOVT IN PLACE PRIOR TO HIS 
MOSCOW TRIP BEGINNING MAY 17. 
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4. HOWEVER, SDP LEADERSHIP IS NOT INTERESTED IN 
BEGINNING NEGOTIATIONS FOR MAJORITY GOVT UNTIL LAND 
PACKAGE BILL ACTUALLY APPROVED BY PARLIAMENT IN FINAL 
FORM ACCEPTABLE TO SDP. SINCE FINAL PARLIAMENTARY 
ACTION ON BILL APPAREMTNLY UNLIKELY BEFORE LATE IN WEEK 
OF MAY 9 AT EARLIEST, CHANCES OF FORMATION OF NEW GOVT 
BEFORE KEKKONEN'S MOSCOW TRIP NOT CONSIDERED HIGH. 
MOREOVER, WHILE HE HAS EXPRESSED HIS DESIRE FOR 
MAJORITY GOVT BEFORE MOSCOW TRIP, KEKKONEN IS NOT APPLY- 
ING PRESSURE ON POLITICAL LEADERS TO MOVE QUICKLY. 

5. MEANWHILE, DESPITE ALL THE TALK ABOUT EARLY FORMA- 
TION OF MAJORITY GOVT, CENTER/RIGHT COOPERATION IN 
PARLIAMENT CONTINUED; ON MAY 5 GOVT DEFEATED AN SDP 
CENSURE MOTION AGAINST IT, WITH CONSERVATIVE AND CHRISTIAN 
LEAGUE VOTES PROVIDING GOVT PARTIES WITH NEEDED MAJORITY. 
HOUSTON 
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